
Class of 1961 Project – Status as of 9/11/17i 
 
 

The Class Project is to create a $100,000 endowment fund by June 30, 2020 
called The Class of 1961 Robert Frost Endowment for the Arts and Literature.  
The purpose of the endowment fund is to provide two awards each year, each in 
the amount of $1,500 initially, with one award given to a student undertaking a 
project in the Arts, and the other to one or more students undertaking a research 
project or thesis in the Department of English and Creative Writing. 
 
The award given to a student in the Arts will be called The Class of 1961 Arts 
Initiative Award, and is basically a continuation of the award of the same name 
that’s been in existence for 17 years.   
 
The other award will be called The Class of 1961 Fellowships in English and 
Creative Writing.  It will be awarded to a senior who has demonstrated high 
academic achievement and who presents a compelling research objective that 
can be achieved before graduation.  Preferential treatment will be given to a 
student who proposes a research project or thesis involving Robert Frost. 
 
Issues still to be resolved include: 

1. Involvement of ’61 classmates in reviewing or selecting the awardees 
2. Stipulation that awardees attend the ’61 mini-reunion in the fall. 
3. The number of students in the English and Creative Writing award that 

may share the annual award. 
 
Funding.  The $100,000 will be funded 50% from the Class Treasury (subject to 
approval of a vote at the October class meeting) and 50% from individual 
donations.  Such donations will be tax-deductible, though they will not be counted 
in the Dartmouth College Fund (DCF) totals.  A “silent campaign” is being 
conducted to obtain pledges from class officers and other classmates who have 
been strong financial supporters in the past, before going public with the entire 
class.  It is expected that the full $50,000 from donors will be completed by June 
30, 2020, so that the year prior to the 60th reunion may be devoted solely to the 
campaign for the DCF.  It is also expected that the Class Treasury will transfer 
$40,000 to the endowment fund as soon as it is possible to do so. 
 
Future issues: 

1. Making provision for increasing the annual award in the future as inflation 
erodes the value of the initial $1,500 amount. 

2. Seeking involvement with the Class of 2011 in this project. 
                                            
i
 This proposal has been approved by the Class Officers and will be presented to the Class for 
approval at the Hanover Mini-Reunion in October.  


